

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 1st APRIL  2026

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Dann,  Webber, Phillips, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard, Walsh.
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

This is Alfred in attendance

Members of the public – 2

2025.86	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

A resident of Hillside has voiced concern about the speed of the two-way traffic driving through Hillside due to the DH closure.  She has written to DC and had to chase a reply which was refer to the police and to the PC!  The Chairman said that he has also spoken to DC about the same issue and requested a 20 mph be installed.   Council to contact Jack Wiltshire direct.  The resident also asked whether modifications similar to those carried out at Gore Clump could take place  on the Triangle. Cllr. Prichard to add to Traffic Safety Plan.

Cllr. Phillips advised that as a result of the Hillside residents petition, he has carried out speed tests in this area along with others on the  other lanes that are affected by this increased traffic.  Police unable to carry out speed checks as yet at Hillside as have not identified a suitable place to position speed check vehicle.  Cllr. Prichard advised that overall speeds have increased since DH closed.  

A resident asked for update on the work in the Hollow.  Cllr. Phillips advised that trees were cut down end of February to 300 mm to comply with the dormice regulations.  Next week  DC plan to take these trees now down to ground level and to  start the ground profiling.  Ground excavators due in next week.  The resident asked if they are on target and expressed concern that they will not complete within  the year.  

  
2025.87           APOLOGIES 

Councillor Somper, Sampson

2025.88  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETING

Approved with no amendments.  		

2025.89	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.90  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.91 	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.92       DORSET COUNCILLOR  REPORT   

Previously circulated.   

2025.93  ASSERTION 10 

Quote for necessary works to achieve above previously circulated.  It was agreed to proceed with the quote supplied by Motley with a capital cost of £1200 and an additional annual fee of £95.  Proposed Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Weston – all in agreement.   Also, for Motley to provide at no additional cost up to 10 e mail addresses each with 5 gb of storage for councillors using the same domain as the website.  The councillors will need to implement the change to a council domain address themselves when ready.  

BYOD  (Bring your Own Device)

This policy approved – proposed Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Walsh – all in agreement.

IT Policy

This policy approved – proposed Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Weston – all in agreement.


2025.94  REVIEW OF MEDIA POLICY AND FOI POLICY 

Accepted as stands – Proposed Cllr. Weston, seconded Cllr. Webber – all in agreement.  

           
2025.95  FINANCE REPORT

Bank balances – Community Account  Instant Access  £8625, Community Account £15,564

Payments  to be minuted Clerk for expenses for acknowledgement William Kenealy  £65.39,
Prodigy for March £14.34, Clerk’s salary for current ¼ £785.64, Midnight Express £437,
Lloyds Dec £6.25, Jan £4.25, Feb £4.75.  

Electronic banking now set up.  Still some teething issues.   Has the invoice to DAPTC been paid £30?  Cllrs. Webber and Weston to check .

Chairman advised that new defib will be installed shortly.  

                    
2025.96  REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Road Safety Plan – Cllr. Prichard gave update.  More data to be collected from  the areas already identified.  He asked what is being collected from the installations bottom of SE and other locations?  

Cllr. Webber asked in the  Cherry Orchard junction on to the A30 could be added to the plan.  Also, the directional sign has not been re-installed – after being knocked down some 8 months ago.  Cllr. Webber to speak to Shaf. TC re junction – Motcombe also need to be contacted as part of their parish.  

Saxon Grange requesting a reduction in speed limit  - approached Shaf. TC – as junction is in this parish.  Cllr. Webber to liaise with Shaf. TC.  

Cllr. Phillips advised that Police carried out recent speed check on B3081 at Cann Common and booked 50 cars for speeding.

                
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston gave update – garage in Melbury Street in order.  

/PAAF/2026/01475Proposal:Change of use of agricultural building to a flexible commercial use
Higher Blandford Road
Cann

Cllr. Webber pointed out that this is not in the Village’s NHP which is there to control these types of applications.  More information is required.  The Chairman to contact Cllr. Somper with these comments.  

c. Guys Marsh  

Works have not recommenced. 

d.  Footpaths and Trees 

The Chairman advised that as some of the stiles in the Parish are difficult for older people to use a grant might be available (50%)  to change the stiles to an opening version.  A list to be prepared of stiles that would benefit from this change.  Footpath Officer DC would arrange for their installation.  Cllr. Phillips wondered if Heidberg would install one opposite the old chapel as currently their site office is there.  

Overgrown hedge Glynn Place – Highways advised not their responsibility.  Details of resident to be obtained so an approach can be made.
		
e. DAPTC Committee

Nothing to report.  


  2025.97  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

No report.  

b. Village Hall

A successful skittles season has just ended.  More help required for committee and bar.  Issue with people abandoning cars in car park and other anti-social activities.  Entrance gates being discussed with combination lock.  It was felt these would be best sited at the end of the hall.


2025.98  COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN   

Cllr. Phillips will start working on a plan for the village with assistance from DAPTC.   

2025.99  COMMUNICATIONS

The Annual Meeting on the 3rd June was discussed with regard to a possible speaker.  Cllr. Phillips suggested the Dorset Police Commissioner but good attendance would be required.  
 
2025.100  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Defib
Community Resilience Plan
			
2025.101 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

6.5.26

Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
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