 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 5th August 2026

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Sampson, Sturgess, Walsh, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard,  Clerk Mrs. Kaile 

Mrs. J. Somper
This is Alfred 


Members of the public – 26

2026.23	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

Residents from White Pit Lane and Hillside in attendance expressing concern about speeding traffic, drivers ignoring the one way systems, abuse and safety concerns for residents.    The Chairman confirmed that the one way systems are legal and if police catch drivers ignoring them, they can be fined.  More police attendance was requested.  It was reported that the Police do patrol the lanes more frequently.  It was noted however that one police car was in fact going the wrong way on one of the one way systems!   Sat Navs also the problem.  

It was asked whether the barrier at the top of SE could be re-installed to stop traffic coming through.   Access for residents only sign – this was requested.  

Speed limit for Hillside requested.  The Chairman said PC could apply for a 30 mph limit and this is the PC Road Safety Plan.

Cllr. Phillips said if residents can take photos of vehicles that are causing issues these can be sent to the police for action.    Residents felt this was unsafe to do  in the majority of cases.  

Cllr. Sampson asked if more  traffic cameras could be provided.  

An accident bottom of SE hill on Monday – two out of the three vehicles written off.  Speeding was the issue.  

A one way system around the junction Hillside/A350 has been included in the Parish Council’s Road Safety Plan.  

Another member of the public pointed out that the various reduced speed limits and traffic lights on the A350 has made the problem worse as people try and avoid this road.  Chairman said that the residents on the A350 have asked that they are removed as they do not work.
VAS Cann Hill – not working properly.

It was pointed out that thought needs to given to what might happen in the autumn/winter months.  
It was felt that Police are undertaking speed checks on the A350 but not in these parishes.  Can variable speed cameras be provided?   Chairman said this is up to the police.  He said that DC have underestimated the volume of traffic that would use the lanes in Melbury and Cann.  

Residents were reminded to log any of their concerns and issues on the DH e mail provided by DC.  Many felt this was not working as no acknowledgement or action taken.  

Cllr. Sampson asked if the Police could attend a PC meeting and hear people’s concerns about these current road issues.  Cllr. Phillips felt the County Police Commissioner might be the person for this.  

Cllr. Somper advised that an update from DC as a result of their recent review is due this Friday and will be circulated to all.  

A resident requested that the PC arrange for the showing of the film People’s Emergency Briefing (Planet Shaftesbury).  This could form the basis of discussion/action at the next Annual Parish Meeting.  
  
2026.24          APOLOGIES 

Cllr Dann

2026.25      C0-OPTION

Mr. John Dew-Stanley elected to the Council – proposed Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr. Webber – all in agreement.  

2026.26  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETINGS

Approved with amendment to AGM minutes regarding appointment of Vice Chairs. 		

2026.27	MATTERS ARISING 

Councillors reminded to set up their Council e mail addresses.  Clerk to forward again to all – link has been amended.  

Councillors reminded to re-register their ROI on new system controlled by DC – Clerk to forward detail to all councillors again for reference.

Annual Parish Meeting held in June – needs a new format for next year.  Cllr. Webber suggested something on the HMP to get a better view of what is happening.  Cllr. Prichard said need to organise earlier to ensure success.  


	2026.28  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2026.29	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2026.30      DORSET COUNCILLOR  REPORT  

Report to be issued shortly.  She said she is as frustrated as the residents about the current road issues.  

She advised that the dustbin collection from the Shaftesbury depot is the worse in the County.  She asked that if residents have issues with the service, they contact her direct.  It was reported that the bin lorries use the lanes in Melbury  as cut throughs.   


2026.31      REVIEW SUBJECT ACCESS REQUEST PROCEDURE  

This had been circulated earlier and approved with no amendments.

          
2026.32  FINANCE REPORT

Payments to be minuted – Prodigy for July and August £14.74 pm, Clerk’s salary July to Sept £785.64, Donations CAB £100, St. Thomas Church  £100, Air Ambulance £200.  
Bank balances – Community Account £17,624, Instant Access £8640.  

Electronic banking issue on going.
 
Recent internal audit in order – auditor did however ask that all councillors ensure they set up and use their Council e mail addresses as this is now a requirement of the audit regulations.   

Quote received from Fencewize for fencing at the village hall, including gates.  Proposed by Cllr. Webber to go for option 2 which is front of the village hall £100 plus steel posts £560.  Seconded Cllr. Sampson.  All in agreement.  PC to pay for in total with Village Hall reimbursing 50% at later date.  Chairman to liaise with Fencewize.  

                    
2026.33 REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

DH update

Cllr. Phillips showed sample of the fabric and mesh that is being used in the project and showed photos of the current state of the Hollow.  Cllr. Webber felt that the “brightness” of all of this work would fade in time as per the work carried out at Beaminster Tunnel.  Fabric is supposed to degrade within 5 years.  

Cllr. Phillips advised that re-profiling has been completed and to date 1500 soils nails installed with another 300 to be done.  Drainage completed with settlement pond on the east bank.  

He has been advised that the work is on schedule and due to be completed end of December although they have made provision by extending Orders should this date slip.    It  was asked if the Project Manager could attend the October meeting to give an update.  Cllr. Phillips felt that PC should push for this.  

It was confirmed that once the work is completed the only difference to the road will be the removal of the barriers.  The road is not being made wider and the traffic lights will still be in situ. The one-way HGV advisory will be re-applied.  

New members to join the Community Speed Watch was requested.  Trying to get a site approved in Hillside in order to carry out speed checks.  

SIDS

The Chairman now trained on their usage and resting.  One currently under repair.

Road Safety  Plan

Cllr. Prichard advised that the addition of a reduced speed limit from the B3081 to A30 junction due  to construction of Saxon Grange.

He also advised that the overall Plan will be reviewed as was compiled before the works started on DH  and the change to junction at the Airfield  to ensure  fit for purpose.    He will bring to the next meeting for approval.  Cllr. Weston asked about replacement of signpost A30 to Guys Marsh – The Chairman is liaising with DC on this.

Cllr. Webber advised that he attended a meeting about the parking at Abbey School.  As TROs have a waiting list of 2 years, initially going to reduce the volumes of cars parking in the afternoons by staggering exit times.  Next meeting September.  

                
b. Planning

Application received for electric motor bike track at West Melbury Farm.  Various concerns  (noise, security, wildlife disturbance etc) raised by several neighbours –  these details passed to Chairman who will discuss with Planning.  Cllr. Somper raised concerns about this application too in that the same reasons why it was declined by Wilts Council have still been included in this application in Dorset.  It appears that work has started on the construction of the track so this a retrospective application?

Southbank Farm – Certificate of Lawfulness to be granted for the house.

Melbury Motors – development of site  with more industrial units – Cllr. Phillips said this could become a large industrial area and is not in the Village Plan.  

Cllr. Walsh advised that owners of bungalow at Ankitils are putting in for planning and that the site that was offered before for a car park for Abbey School is still available.  


c. Guys Marsh  

Building has recommenced.  

d.  Footpaths and Trees 

Charlton Bridleway to be cleared by DC.  New stile to be installed fp behind village hall.  Footpath by prison to be cleared also.  

Some ash trees to be cut down on SE hill.  Cllr. Phillips asked if any plans to come back some trees on the Church Bank.  Chairman to ascertain.
		
e. DAPTC Committee

Nothing new to report.


  2026.34  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

A resident was concerned about the increase in planes flying over Melbury Hill.  The Chairman said that they have been advised to alternate their flight paths over the village.  He said if people notice this is not happening phone the Airfield.  

b. Village Hall

Going well although more volunteers needed.  

2026.35 COMMUNITY RESILENCE PLAN 

To be headed up by Cllr. Dew-Stanley.

2026.36  COMMUNICATIONS

Cllr. Weston to attend meeting of North Dorset Transport Group – discussion about public transport.  

2026.37 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Abbey School  car parking.  
			
2026.38 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

7.10.26

Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
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