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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 7th OCTOBER  2026

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Sampson, Dew-Stanley, Walsh, Johnson (Chairman), Prichard,  Clerk Mrs. Kaile 

Cllr.  Somper

Members of the public – 4

2026.39	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

A member of the public related a recent incident whereby an emergency ambulance came up their drive looking for access to an emergency in the same postcode area but because of road closures did not have correct instructions.  Clerk to relay detail to DC.  
  
2026.40         APOLOGIES 

Cllr Dann, Cllr. Sturgess 
  
2026.41  MINUTES  OF THE LAST MEETINGS

Approved with amendment  Christian name of Jon Dew-Stanley.		

2026.42	MATTERS ARISING 

Councillors reminded to set up their Council e mail addresses.  Cllr. Dew-Stanley has offered his assistance to councillors in  the setting up these e mail addresses.  Clerk reminded all that it is a requirement of Assertion 10 that all councillors have official e-mail addresses.  

All with exception of Cllr. Sturgess have now registered their ROIs.  

	2026.43  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  Cllr. Webber  would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2026.44	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2026.45     DORSET COUNCILLOR  REPORT   (to include Boundary Commission)

A summary of this was given and it was pointed out that Shaftesbury TC had asked that Cann should become part of their Council area.   It was agreed that this was not appropriate and 
 to support the comments submitted by DC whereby this would not be the case.  Cllr. Somper would lose some of the smaller parishes but obtain Motcombe.

The planning application for the moto track has been withdrawn. 

 Cllr. Somper with MP and Leader of DC visited DH to view the current works.  She reported that the works seemed to have progressed well and that less trees have been removed that she had envisaged.  Some native planting is going to be added.  Kerb stones will not be reinstated but this area will be sprayed with green concrete. Road will not be any wider.  It is anticipated that works will be completed by Xmas.  There will  still be some works to carry out after this date but it will not stop the road from being re-opened.  Concern was expressed by the PC  that it had not been invited to this meeting, particularly as it is this parish that has suffered most during these works. The Chairman stated  that DC  advised him that the PC could not attend as there was not time to prepare the safety elements for their inclusion!  He also advised that they do not reply to any of his emails regarding issues raised.  Cllr. Somper to  ask DC why the PC were not invited.   She also reported that some local residents have had issues with the workforce.  

Cllr. Samson asked if the haul route on the eastern bank could be retained to form a footpath to link to the footpath at the top of the eastern bank and across to Cann Common.  Clerk to contact Jack Wiltshire DC regarding this.  

Changes to how planning applications are considered by DC is taking place and Parish Councils will have to work differently in order to make comments as it will be planning officers that will take the decisions and less carried out by  DC planning committee.  This means that more detailed research to match planning  rules  will have to be carried out and necessitate relevant training.  Cllr. Webber proposed that £100 per ¼ be added to the new budget to cover these costs. This was agreed.  Cllr. Somper advised that this new way will mean that retro planning applications will be given more weight  and consideration than in the past.  

Cllr. Somper advised that the Local Plan has been delayed by 2 years and a new Head of Planning is to be appointed.  

Salt bins – felt two were required in the Parish – Foots Hill and Church Hill.  Clerk to investigate.  
          
2026.46  FINANCE REPORT

Proposed budget 27/28 circulated earlier. Precept shows an inflationary increase.   Clerk mentioned that the PC might  consider not raising the precept as monies to hand   but  that more responsibilities/requests   could be forthcoming from DC that would require expenditure.  

To add expenditure for repairs to signposts.  PC asked for any additional items to be submitted ready for sign off at the December meeting.  

Recent payments – bank charges £4.25, Motley £190.09, Prodigy £14.74 x 2, Village Hall for admin person £1500, I Small (payroll maintenance) £150 for the last 3 years (23/24, 24/25, 25/26).
Clerk payment 1.10.26 to 31.12 26 £813.41.  Back payment £55.54 (1.4. to 30.9)  
National increase for Clerks salary 3.3%  - now £813.41 per ¼. (Chair signed)  
Balances – Community Account £15,991, Instant access £8647.
                    
2026.47 REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

A copy of the Road Safety Plan had been circulated to councillors.  Cllr. Prichard gave an overview of the potential changes and additions.    He advised that he will speak to councillors about these proposals  and submit a final version to the next PC meeting for approval. Cllr. Phillips has sent to Cllr. Prichard his observations – he feels that once that Dinah’s Hollow is re-opened other road safety issues will come to the fore.

Cllr. Prichard is unsure as to whether the changes made at the C13/Boundary Lane are adequate and that this situation needs to be monitored.  He felt that the original plan would have been a better option.    Cllr. Somper stated  that to produce a Road Safety Plan is an excellent plan. 
                
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston advised that the application at Melbury Motors and Wilkins Farm are both in order.  Application for four houses at  B3081/C13 junction Cann Common – Cllr. Phillips said that road safety is an issue with regard to this application.  Possible “painted” roundabout an idea.  A TPO has been applied for an ash tree opposite.  

c.  Guys Marsh

Contract not yet signed.

d.  Footpaths and Trees 

The Chairman to make a list of sites for self-closing gates on footpaths.  Grants available for same.  Cllr. Weston advised that two in her area are being replaced with this new style.  Steps on footpath DH to Cann Common collapsed.  Cllr. Weston reported to DC before the road works commenced.  

		
e. DAPTC Committee

Ongoing training courses  on offer.  

  2026.48  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

No report.

b. Village Hall

Admin assistant has  commenced employment.  Skittles started. Hall bookings can be made via website.  Fence has been installed but damaged by vehicle.  To be repaired.  Gates to be built by Chairman.  

2026.49  COMMUNITY RESILENCE PLAN 

 Cllr. Dew-Stanley gave an update on his work to date and asked for some  help and guidance from the PC.  With 60% of the work completed Cllr. Somper said she would ask DC what help they can give.  Felt that an article in the SE magazine might generate some help with certain aspects.  Cllr. Webber to show  Cllr. Dew-Stanley around Cherry Orchard part of the parish- some trees of a concern.  A community What’s App group for communication was discussed – Cllr. Somper advised that these can be very toxic and should be restricted to one for just putting information on.  Cllr. Phillips felt that specific people would need to take on roles relating to the Plan.  

2026.50  COMMUNICATIONS

Cllr. Webber a trustee of the Chubbs Alm houses in Shaftesbury  and asked  for any questions for the forthcoming AGM.  Residents from these parishes eligible for these properties.  

Abbey School car parking – Cllr. Walsh waiting to hear if the school would buy adjoining field for car parking.  Shaf. TC have put white no waiting lines alongside but people ignoring – Yellow no waiting lines would need a TPO  which would take two years.  

2026.51 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Budget
			
2026.52  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

2.12.26  (Cllr. Somper away)  

Meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.


		


	

 
 
 	1 
 	1 
 	1 
