

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 7th MAY 2025 

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Coombes, Walsh, Phillips, Sturgess, Johnson, Walsh, Sampson. 
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

Cllr. Somper 	 

One member of the public  

2025.09	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

A resident from the Saxon Grange development advised the Council on the issues concerning the poor quality of the footpaths and children’s plan area installed by the builders, Persimmons.  He attended the Shaftesbury TC meeting and advised them as to this situation as well.  Shaftesbury TC have written to DC planning advising them as to the issues and that these concerns need to be addressed.  Cllr. Sturgess and the resident to liaise about a similar response from this PC to DC.  Agreed that the issue needs to be sorted before Persimmons leave the site.  Landscaping also outstanding.  Most of this development in this Parish.  

2025.10         APOLOGIES 

Councillors Dann, Prichard   

2025.11	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  Apr   meeting  read and approved.

2025.11 	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.12  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.13	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.14	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT  

 One of the main concerns from residents last year was that DC do not respond
to residents’ queries.  Also concerns that decisions taken by DC  behind closed doors.   Rural transport also a concern although some movement  has begun.  She felt there were two good DC teams in North Dorset, Highways Community  and Waste collections.  Speeding of concern on roads in  North Dorset.    Thanks extended to her by this PC for her support.  

2025.15          RISK ASSESSMENTS 

Risk assessments previously circulated to councillors.  All in order.  

Note that two notice boards need replacing – quote for £1086 to replace including VAT and fitting.  Proposed acceptance, Cllr. Webber, seconded Cllr. Weston.  All in agreement.  Possibly at some stage a notice board will be required at Saxon Grange.  

           
2025.16	  FINANCE REPORT

                         DD for Prodigy for May of £14.40.  Clerk Salary for current ¼ £761.63. 
                    
2025.17   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Resiting of SIDS – Cllr. Johnson to discuss with DC.  

Road Safety Plan – Cllr. Prichard in communication with DC.  

                
b. Planning

Nothing to report.  

c.  Guys Marsh  

Works due to commence.  

d. Footpaths and Trees 

Nothing to report.
		
e. DAPTC Committee

No physical meetings planned.  


2025.18     NHP

Has now been formally submitted to DC.    Consultation date ends 30.5.  Shaftesbury TC  to respond.  

  2025.19  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

		Airfield

Fly in this weekend.  Spitfire fly in next weekend.  Restaurant still open to public.  

           		Village Hall and Millennium Group

Stage being taken away and stage blocks installed to increase capacity of village hall.  Possibility of obtaining Section 106 monies for the village hall discussed to assist with Village Hall refurbishment.  Council thanked for their contribution towards the VE day celebrations.   Millenium Group to merge with Village Hall.   Beacon being lit for VE day.  

	
2025.20  COMMUNICATIONS

No further communications.


2025.21  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Saxon Grange
			
2025.22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Annual Meeting 4th June.   Speaker  NT re Silent Wood.  
 Next bi-monthly meeting 6th August 

Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
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