

 
DRAFT 
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF MELBURY ABBAS AND CANN GROUP PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 1st October 2025 

In attendance: Cllrs, Weston, Webber, Phillips, Johnson, Prichard, Dann, Sturgess, Sampson, Walsh.
Mrs. Kaile Clerk  

Three members of the public 

The  presentation by Cllr. Bartlett recorded by Cllr. Somper on the request This is Alfred. 

Cllrs. Somper and Bartlett (DC).  Cllr. Bartlett gave an overview of the Dorset Council Local Plan which is out for consultation.  He explained the background for the preparation of the Plan – the Plan now which is setting a target of 55,000 new  houses over the next 17 years.  Plans are already in place for 25,000 of this figure but it still leaves the figure of 38,000 to be accommodated. After this initial consultation period DC will come back with second proposal in August 26, submit to the Examiner Dec 26 for adoption mid-2027.

Various concerns and points were raised by the councillors to Cllr. Bartlett regarding the current plan being proposed relating to  land nominated but not by the landowner, removal of employment land, lack of basic services, the need to keep the land clear that marked for the by-pass, lack of skills to build these houses, proposed travellers’ site on land not owned by DC.

When the NHP is approved it will stand weight but as the new DC Local Plan gains weight the NHP will slip down in importance.  If the NHP is less than 5 years old it will not be subject to the flexible settlement boundary.  This aspect requires a policy which DC will be doing at a later date.  

A working group of the PC to compile its thoughts and concerns about the Plan and submit to DC as soon as possible after the deadline date of the 13th Octo.  

2025.38	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No questions raised.  
  
2025.39        APOLOGIES 

Councillor Johnson

2025.40  MINUTES S OF THE LAST MEETING
 		
Minutes of the  August meeting read and approved with the following amendment:-

Under Roads Advisory – it was residents that had a poor response to their complaints regarding the recent road closure – not that Cllr. Pritchard had had a poor response back from Jack Wiltshire. 

2025.41	MATTERS ARISING 

None

	2025.42  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARTIONS OF INTEREST
 	 	 
Members were asked to re-read the agenda for this meeting and to make any declarable interests known.   All would have an interest in road matters.    Cllr. Phillips would not be able to comment on the western side of Dinah’s Hollow.  The Chairman would not be able to comment on issues relating to St. James Common.  
 	  	 	 
2025.43	REMINDER AS TO MEDIA POLICY 
 	 
Members reminded as to the Council's policy.  

2025.44      UPDATE ON SAXON GRANGE 

None

2025.45	DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT

No report    
           
2025.46  FINANCE REPORT

First pass of the budget issued and discussed.   New defib to be purchased in Jan 26.   To include £500 in the next year for repairs of finger posts.   Final budget to be approved Dec 25.   Cheques to be minuted:-  SE printing £455, Salary Clerk £833.66 which includes a back payment from the 1.4 of £48.02.  Clerk’s salary increased from 1.4.25 by 3%.  Cheque for wreaths £60.  

Clerk to contact DC to ascertain how the precept will be affecting by new housing.  
                    
2025.47   REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

a.   Roads Advisory 

Cllr. Prichard will contact Jack Wiltshire to discuss the traffic  re-direction when the road is closed next year for the works on Dinah’s Hollow.  

Cllr. Prichard has spoken to Tony Burden and agreed to pay for traffic speed surveys after this PC has carried out its own checks on the five sites identified.  These checks will be completed by the end of the month.  Cllr. Dann to advise HMP Prison one of these checks will be taking place on road outside the Prison.  

                 
b. Planning

Cllr. Weston outlined the current plans considered – Captains (new gateway), Lakeside (tidying up), Wessex Farm (bio-digester) – parish of Motcombe.  

c. Guys Marsh  

 New contractors appointed.  

d. Footpaths and Trees 

Upgrading footpath behind the prison as a right of way  - who applying?  DC have cut down trees on the east side of Dinah’s Hollow which is now in their ownership.  Cllr. Phillips has come some of his down.  Some been cut down on SE Hill and the Church bank.  
		
e. DAPTC Committee

Nothing to report 

2025.48    NHP

Some questions raised by the Inspector which William Kenealy has replied to.    To get update for December meeting.  

  2025.49  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a. Airfield

No complaints received, restaurant still open.  

b. Village Hall and Millennium Group

Staging removed.  


2025.50  COMMUNICATIONS

A letter has been received from the PC Chairman who, for personal reasons will stepping back from this position for 6/8 month but remain as a councillor.    Cllr. Coombes will take on as Chair in the interim but with assistance required from the rest of the councillors. 

2025.51  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Budget
Update on Submission to Local Plan 
			
2025.52 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

3.12.25
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